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and doing things for which we sometimes must pity, sometimes despise
him. It is pleasing, however, to behold the triumph of his eloquence in the
defence of his friend Sextius, whom the Clodians had the audacity to prose-
cute de w, for not having died, we may suppose, of his wounds. Cicero also
carried a motion in the senate, that as there was not money in the treasury
to purchase the Campanian lands, which by Caesar's law were to be divided,
the act itself should be reconsidered. Finding, however, that this was
highly displeasing to Caesar and Pompey, and that those who applauded
him for it did it because they expected it would produce a breach be-
tween the latter and him, he thought it best to consult his interest, and
therefore dropped it.1

SECOND CONSULATE OF POMPEY AND CEASSUS
It was Caesar's custom to return, after his summer campaigns in Gaul,
to pass the winter in his Cisalpine province, in order to keep up his inter-
coarse with Rome. He came in the present winter to Lucca, on the verge
of his province, whither, in the month of April, 56, Pompey, Crassus,
and such a number of the Roman magistrates repaired to him, that 120
lictors have been seen at a time at his gates. It was there privately
agreed by the triumvirate that Pompey and Crassus should stand for the
consulate, and that if successful, they should obtain a renewal of Caesar's
government for five years longer. As the actual consuls, On. Cornelius
Lentulus Marcellinus, and L. Marcius Philippus, were adverse to the trium-
virate, the tribune C. Cato was directed to impede all elections for the rest
of the year; and in consequence of his opposition, the consular elections
were held by an interrex in the beginning of the next year (55). Pompey
and Crassus were chosen without opposition, for M. Cato's brother-in-law,
L. Domitius Ahenobarbus, who alone ventured to stand, was, we are told,
.attacked by their party as he was going before day to the Field of Mars,
where the election was to be held; the slave who carried the torch before
him was killed; others were wounded, as was Cato himself ; Domitius fled
home, and gave up the contest. Cato then stood for the prsetorship, but the
consuls, aware of the trouble he would give them if elected, made every
effort to prevent him from succeeding. They bribed extensively for his
opponent P. Vatinius, an'd procured a decree of the senate that 'the prae-
tors should enter on their office at once, instead of remaining private men
for sixty days, as was the usual course, to give an opportunity of accusing
them if they were suspected of bribery. The first century however, when
the election came, voted for Cato. Pompey, who presided, pretended that
he heard thunder, and put off the election; and the consuls took care to have
Yatinius chosen on the following one. The tribune C. Trebonius then by
their directions proposed a bill, giving them when out of office the provinces
of Syria and the Spains for five years, with authority to raise what troops
they pleased; this law, though strongly opposed in the senate, was carried,
and then Pompey proposed and carried the one he had promised Csssar.
C1 In the year 56, Mithridates of Parthia, the successor of Phraates, declared war against
King Artavasdes of Armenia, the son of Tigranes and the client of Boiae. Thereupon
Gabinius. the able and spirited governor of Syria, led the legions across the Euphrates.
Meanwhile Mithridates had been overthrown in Tarthia and his brother Orodes placed on
the throne. Mithridates now made common cause with Home and sought the camp of Gabinius.
The latter was now ordered to restore the king of Egypt, but before leaving for Alexandria, he
induced Mithridates to commence the war.]